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Washington “ U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D- 1st District)                today joined his colleagues in the Massachusetts delegation in introducing                a bill to restore prescription drug coverage to seniors who are                enrolled in Medicare HMO plans.              

œThere is a great amount of concern for seniors in central and                western Massachusetts who have lost their access to prescription                coverage of the medications they need most.  I have worked                diligently with my Massachusetts colleagues to bring a solution                to this problem, and that is exactly what this bill would do,” Olver                said.              

Massachusetts was the only state in the country to require all                Medicare plans to offer an optional prescription drug benefit. Recognizing                the high costs of prescription medications on seniors and disabled                in particular, the Commonwealth was ahead of its time by instituting                a law that mandated all Medicare plans to provide an optional prescription                drug benefit at a reasonable cost.              

In the Balanced Budget Act of 1997, Congress and the President                -- as part of a larger effort to reduce overall Medicare costs --                unintentionally excluded the optional Medicare prescription drug                benefit from state laws. The new law was not intended to single                out Massachusetts, it was intended only to prevent state plans from                being subjected to future laws. The exclusion of Massachusetts°                prescription drug benefit went into effect January 1, 1999.              

Recognizing the serious and detrimental impact this has had on                seniors and the disabled, Congressman Olver worked closely with                the Massachusetts delegation to lead a state-wide and federal effort                to change the law.              

Previously in the 105th Congress, the Massachusetts congressional                delegation tried to add an amendment to a federal omnibus spending                bill of October 1998 which would have fixed the problem. The intention                was to œgrandfather” the Massachusetts prescription drug option                requirement, a move which would have allowed those citizens who                receive the prescription drug benefit to continue receiving it.                Unfortunately, the amendment was not accepted by the House and Senate                Republican leaders who were piecing together the final 1999 spending                package.              

œI am pleased that my Massachusetts colleagues and I have drafted                a bill that will rectify the situation for those patients who need                the prescription coverage the most “ seniors and the disabled,”                Olver remarked. œAnd, I will continue to work hard to secure its                passage.”             
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